
Theme Sub-Theme Time period Property Type Feature/Style Example Significance/Rationale References

Climate Prairie spaces/grasslands north of I-90 and east 
towards Rapid Valley

Various flora around the Rapid City area signify the semiarid climate that has 
defined the regional ranching economy for generations. 

Landscape The Gap

An important historic gathering spot for Native and Non-Native living or 
traveling through the Black Hills region, the Gap is a physical connecting point 
for the community and evidences rock formations, vegetation, and water flows 

people associate with Rapid City's landscape.

Water Creek Rapid Creek and Creek Bed

Rapid Creek has been the main artery for the Rapid City community dating 
back to the area's earlest inhabitands. It is a well-known natural space with 

sections across town, recognizable to a wide array of community members and 
resonant of various stories from the community's past. Cottonwood trees 

create a microclimate and sense of enclosure when you're beneath them but 
their verticality gives the space a feeling of being in a cathedral or other sacred 

space. 

Viewsheds Viewshed
Viewshed of M Hill, Cowboy Hill, and the Gap 

from Skyline Drive. Important spaces along 
Rapid Creek (entrance to Dark Canyon).

This iconic drive and viewshed captures the interplay of mountains, foothills, 
prairie, and riverbed, and the built environment in Rapid City. 

Domestic Archaeological Stone Ring sites (Locations protected)

Evidence of early Native camping along Rapid Creek illustrates deep temporal 
connections to place. The strategic position of these camps suggests an 
awareness of the resources the area provided. There are four previously 

identified stone ring sites located within city limits.Stone rings usually 
represent the remains of encampments but depending on size, position, 

associated artifacts, and arrangement on the landscape may have also served 
a sacred purpose as is the case for medicine wheels. They are usually 

composed of stones of a relatively uniform size that could be easily lifted by a 
single person. They are typically oval or circular but partial rings are also 

common. The stones were used to weigh down the edges of conical or domed 
structures like tipis or sweat lodges. A double ring may indicate a winter camp 

with additional stone weights placed inside to hold down a liner. Size of the 
rings may provide a relative date because tipis generally became larger across 
the Great Plains after the arrival of the horse, which allowed Native people to 
move larger lodge poles. The number of rings at a site and its location may 

also indicate the season of habitation as Native people often broke into smaller 
kin groupings during the winter, camped in more protected environments, and 
then came together in the warmer months to hunt bison on the open plains. 

The direction of the opening may provide clues to cultural affiliation and 
seasonality. Cardinal directions held differing meanings to different groups. 
Ring sites are still important to some Native people who consider them the 

homes of their ancestors.    

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE PLAN FOR 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 2018 UPDATE, 

Linea Sundstrom, p. III-25-III-38. 
https://history.sd.gov/docs/Complete_State_Plan_w

ithFigures.pdf & record search results & "Native 
American Architecture" by Nabokov and Easton, 

1989, p. 150-167

Religious Archaeological Rock cairns (Locations protected)

 Rock cairns are a common archaeological feature in South Dakota found in 
both prehistoric and historic contexts. When found in prehistoric contexts they 
likely served a number of important functions including forming part of drive 
lines or marking the location of springs or important trails. They also served 
important religious functions and some continue to be used and revered by 
Native people today. These cairns are often found on the top of land forms 

with extensive views or allow direct line of sight to significant landscape 
features, ancestor graves, or align with astronomical phenomena. They are 
sites of prayer, fasting, and communion. There are two previous identified 

cairns sites within the city of Rapid City. 

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE PLAN FOR 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 2018 UPDATE, 

Linea Sundstrom, p. III-50-III-60. 
https://history.sd.gov/docs/Complete_State_Plan_w

ithFigures.pdf & record search results

Domestic Folk Victorian

West Boulevard Area. There are nine houses 
classified as Folk Victorian in the WBHD. 1022 

Columbus Street, the Sweeney House, is a 
prominent example. 

The buildings within the West Boulevard Historic District were built between 
1878 and 2005, with the vast majority constructed in the early to mid-20th 

century, as the city developed from an isolated frontier outpost into an 
established community. A walk up West Boulevard from St. Joseph is a walk 
through the architectural and settlement history of Rapid City. Older styles 

such as Queen Anne are concentrated more closely to the main streets toward 
the City's core, while later 20th century styles emerge as one moves further 
south and deeper into the neighborhood. There are many interesting styles 

represented in the district that reflect national stylistic trends, but Folk 
Victorian is a style emblematic of early settlement of the Great Plains, almost 

more than sod houses. These homes are usually a simple, vernacular 
expression of the higher style Queen Anne or Stick houses built by the monied 

classes in the late 19th century with decorative spindlework, brackets, 
bargeboards, and other trim affixed to a simpler form. In this region, they often 

feature pyramidal or conical roofs. Constructed of machine-cut lumber, wire 
nails, and other manufactured materials imported from Eastern markets, they 
reflect a departure from the log and hand-hewn lumber structures of Rapid 
City's early settlement period and demonstrate the city's growing economic 

connections enabled by the arrival of the railroad and other early 
transportation systems.    

"Architectural History in South Dakota" by Rogers 
and Schwan, SD SHPO document, 2000, available 

online 
https://history.sd.gov/preservation/docs/SDArchitect

uralHistory.pdf & "A Field Guide to American 
Houses" by Virginia Savage McALester, 2014, p. 
396 & West Boulevard Historic Resources Survey 
(District and Expansion) Reconnaissance Level 
Survey / Resurvey by Rosin Preservation, 2016, 

available online: 
https://www.rcgov.org/index.php?option=com_doc

man&view=download&alias=1456-final-west-
boulevard-historic-district-survey-
report&category_slug=historic-

preservation&Itemid=149 & West Boulevard Historic 
District National Register of Historic Places 

Nomination Form, 1974, Scott Gerloff, available 
online: 

https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset/54c10f72-b38a-
428f-8a50-30c4839d61a2

Religious High Victorian Gothic (Nat Reg) 
or Gothic Revival/Folk Gothic

Emmanuel Episcopal Church (1887) (717 Quincy 
Street)

This building is one of several early churches that reflected the arrival and 
expansion of several denominations of Christian churches. Many of these early 

congregations were populated by first-and-second generation European 
immigrants.Gothic Revival churches of the 19th century and 20th century use 

the symbolic architectural grammar of the late European medieval period 
which included pointed arches and ribbed vaults which distributed the weight 

of the walls to allow for taller ceilings and larger stained glass windows to 
allow more light into interior spaces. The effect was intended to draw the eye 
upward toward heaven and to create a rarified sacred atmosphere or space 

with light and acoustics. The Gothic style was revived in the United States and 
Britain during the 19th century for both houses and churches and embodied 

the Romantic sentiments of the period, which reacted to increasing 
industrialization by seeking a return to the traditions of the past. The style fell 
out of favor in domestic architecture by the 1880s but elements of this style 

continue to be used in church design to this day. The Emmanuel Episocopal 
Church could be more accurately described as Folk Gothic because it uses 
elements of Gothic Revival on a simpler building form (it does not feature a 
tower, for example). The use of the Gothic Revival style indexes the past to 

legitimize the church and establish it as an eternal institution in a newly 
established and growing community. The use of sandstone block masonry 

further communicates a sense of permanance that may have given comfort to 
Rapid City's early Euro-American settlers.        

Dana Close Jennings, A Century of Worship, 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Rapid City, South 

Dakota  (Rapid City: Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 
1988) "Houses of Worship" by Jeffery Howe 2003, 

p. 156-186. See National Register of Historic Places 
- 75001722.

Domestic Colonial Revival/Tudor Revival West Boulevard Area - 1702 West Boulevard

Tudor Revival archiecture is common in domestic building from the 1890s-
1940. Like Craftsman style and many of the other Revival styles of the same 

period, this architecture reflected a reaction to Modernityand industrial 
production and appealed to a Romanticized Euro-centric past. Visually, these 
homes often mimic an idealized English cottage. Tudor Revival houses often 

feature steeply pitched roofs, asymmetrical facades, decorative chimney pots, 
arched entryways, and decorative half-timbering in the gable ends. Like 
Craftsman homes, interior finishes may include rusticated wood built-ins, 

decorative tile work, and so on. In Rapid City, these decorative elements often 
appropriated stylized versions of Native American motifs. Swastikas, 

symbolizing eternity, are one such motif found in buildings of this period in 
Rapid City, including the lobby of the Alex Johnson. There are 19 Tudor 

Revival houses that have been recorded in Rapid City, most within the WBHD. 

Architectural History in SD , by Rogers and 
Schwan, 2000 & "A Field Guide to American House 

Types" by McAlester

Religious Art decco style. First Church of Christ Scientist (1941)

Art Deco architecture in commercial and public buildings became popular in 
1920s and 30s after Eliel Saarinen won a design competition for the Chicago 

Tribune building in 1922. This style features smooth wall surfaces and 
repeated stylized geometric patterns, sometimes expressing influence by non-
western motifs (Aztec, etc). It was forward thinking and modern so its use on a 

religious structure may indicate a desire by the congregation to orient itself 
within the idea of Modernity. The building is temple-like and invites entry. Art 
Deco style was used on a number of Rapid City buildings during this period, 
some designed by prominent local architect James Ewing. Five have been 

previously recorded, four of which were commercial. This is the only religious 
building.  The exterior is decorated with ornamental concrete slabs designed 

and fabricated by Soren Neilson of Deadwood. 

Architectural History in SD , by Rogers and 
Schwan, 2000 & "A Field Guide to American House 
Types" by McAlester, p. 581-582. Check date. Kerst 

et. al., 65. See also, RCJ - 5.15.1941.

Domestic Ranch West Chicago Street area

Rapid City experienced a large population and residential construction boom 
after the Rapid City Air Base (EAFB) was reactivated after WWII with 

construction peaking in 1952 (over 700 homes built). A popular affordable 
house type since the 1950s, ranch style houses are common in Rapid City and 
are representative of the City's post-WWII development. They are usually one 

story with a roof ridge that is oriented perpendicular to the street with a low 
side gabled roof. Ranches from this period often feature ribbon windows and 

few decorative elements. Early examples are likely to be clustered in suburban 
neighborhood developments closer to the City's historic center. Ranch houses 
built between the late 1930s and 1950s typically have a smaller footprint and 
feature mass produced aluminum siding, trim, and window frames. The entire 
house will consist of one block under a unified roof but may include a single 

bay garage connected to the house by a breezeway. Carports were also 
common during this period when working-class families owned only a single 

car. Many ranches were prefabricated or design-built by construction 
companies rather than architect designed. As the 20th Century progressed, 
the footprint of the ranch house elongated, and styled examples emerged. 

Colonial Revival ranches were particularly popular through the US 
bicentennial. It emerged from the Minimal Traditional style of the 1930s and 
40s. These buildings typically consist of multiple rectangular, single-story 

blocks with varying roof heights and walls treatments. Colonial revival ranches 
may also feature classical pediments over fenestration and brick or stone 

veneer exterior accent walls. Later ranch style and manufactured homes are 
often simpler and have a smaller footprint like the earlier ranch homes but are 
distinguished by their width, use of vinyl and plastic for trim and cladding and 
other elements, and the shallower pitch of their roofs. These are also typically 

not located near historic city centers unless used as infill. 

 Construction boom. (RCJ - 11.17.1957); 
Architectural History in SD , by Rogers and 

Schwan, 2000 & "A Field Guide to American House 
Types" by McAlester, p. 597.& "Post-WII 

Architecture in SD" by Dennis, 2007 
https://history.sd.gov/preservation/docs/SDPost-
WWIIArchitecture.pdf & "South Dakota Modern 
Residential Architecture" by Cultural Resource 

Analysts, 2017 
https://history.sd.gov/preservation/docs/SouthDakot

aModernResidential_Master_Final.pdf 

Religious Contemporary  Westminster Presbyterian (1957) (1012 Soo San 
Drive)

As new residential neighborhoods were built after the war, a host of new 
churches followed. The architecture of these new churches reflected new 

suburban sensibilities related to community and worship. They were forward 
looking and incorporated architectural elements that broke with tradition. The 

sculptural roof is often the dominant element of the building, which creates an 
intimate but elevated interior space for worshippers (as opposed to the strong 

upwardly thrusting walls of previous generations of churches). They are 
sculptural and also reflect an orientation toward community-building and 

fellowship rather than heaven alone. This reflects the optimism and economic 
stability of the post-War period. Contemporary style churches are toned-down 

in scale and expression  from the higher style buildings they reference but 
ideal as welcoming community gathering places. Westminster Presbyterian 

Church's triangular form and solid brick wall is a good example of this type of 
neighborhood church common in the 1950s-70s

 "Architectural History in SD," by Rogers and 
Schwan, 2000 & "A Field Guide to American House 

Types" by McAlester & "Post-WII Architecture in 
SD" by Dennis, 2007 

https://history.sd.gov/preservation/docs/SDPost-
WWIIArchitecture.pdf & "South Dakota Modern 
Residential Architecture" by Cultural Resource 

Analysts, 2017 
https://history.sd.gov/preservation/docs/SouthDakot

aModernResidential_Master_Final.pdf 

(Spaces listed in this column will be 
documented in the Phase III windshield survey)

RCHPC - Historic Planning & 
Comprehensive Plan Update - 

Phase II — Exemplary Property 
Types List

Setting

Family Bonds and Worship

Pre-colonial

Settlement (1876-1918)

Post-WWII (1946-1971)

Depression & War (1919-
1945)



Domestic Shed High Place condos, Chapel Valley

 Shed roof style buildings are composed of bold angular shapes and minimal 
detailing. Originally, vertical wood siding was preferred but as they became 

more popular, other cladding types were used. These buildings were popular 
from 1965-1990. The earliest examples are architect designed, usually for 
second homes or resort properties. Eventually they found their way into 

pattern books used by builders and proliferated, especially in suburban areas 
for middle-class apartment and condo developments. They index leisure and 

retreat because of their early association with second homes and their use in a 
condo development tucked away in a corner of Rapid City communicates this 

appeal to residents. 

 "Architectural History in SD," by Rogers and 
Schwan, 2000 & "A Field Guide to American House 

Types" by McAlester, p. 597.& "Post-WII 
Architecture in SD" by Dennis, 2007 

https://history.sd.gov/preservation/docs/SDPost-
WWIIArchitecture.pdf & "South Dakota Modern 
Residential Architecture" by Cultural Resource 

Analysts, 2017 
https://history.sd.gov/preservation/docs/SouthDakot

aModernResidential_Master_Final.pdf 

Religious International St. Issac Jogues (221 Knollwood Drive)

After the first Mother Butler Center (built 1950)  was destroyed by the 1972 
flood, the facility was moved to Knollwood Drive. The new center included the 
reconstruction of St. Isaac Jogues Chapel.  For decades, it has been one of 

the few gathering spaces members of the Native community. Wakes, 
community meetings, and other gatherings occurred there -- as did several 

major meetings of Indigenous activists in the 1970s. Architecturally, the Mother 
Butler Center retains elements of late International style with aluminum frame 

windows and a solid form with patterned cladding the only decorative 
elements. 

(RCJ - 3.11.1957; 10.11.1975)

Domestic New Traditional/American 
Vernacular

Stoney Creek Highlands Apartments (2009) 
(Catron Boulevard)

As Rapid City continued to grow in the new millennium, it faced great need for 
affordable housing. Large, community-style apartment complexes (often with 

pools, exercise facilities, or other amenities) offered temporary housing for 
young families, college students, young professionals, retirees, and military 
personnel. Stoney Creek Highlands was constructed in 2009 after Catron 

Boulevard opened between US 16 and Sheridan Lake Road in the early 2000s 
and increased development demands in this section of Rapid City. It 

incorporates stylistic elements of Craftsman architecture onto a simple building 
form. The open timbered braces decorating the gable ends and stone veneer 
communicates a rustic aesthetic which appeals to idealized American lifestyle 

preferences which emphasize connection to nature and the rugged 
individualism of the West. The Black Hills have long been a pole of attraction 

to settlers and tourists because of the enduring appeal of these ideals in 
American culture. This grammar newly-expressed in apartment complex form 
suggests an appeal to aspiring middle class residents, who were increasingly 

priced out of single family homes after the housing crisis of 2007-08.     

A Field Guide to American House Types  by 
McAlester

Religious New Traditional Calvary Lutheran Church (5311 Sheridan Lake 
Road)

As Rapid City expanded to the West Side after World War II, Trinity Lutheran 
downtown helped to establish Calvary Lutheran Church in a newly built church 
in 1949. In 2006-2007, the congregation built a new church on Sheridan Lake 
Road. The church's architecture could best be described as Neo-Traditional 

because its reserved form, scale, and ornamentation reflects a turn away from 
the more symbolic expressionist church architecture styles popular in previous 
decades (International, new Formalism, Brutalist, Contemporary, etc.). It also 
includes traditional church architectural features in a modified form such as 

clerestory windows, a domed nave, and wings that resemble flying buttresses. 
These choices suggest a turn to the past and a stylistic conservatism that may 
reflect social and economic trends in Rapid City in the period after the housing 

crisis of 2007-2008.   

History. (RCJ - 10.22.1949) See also: 
https://www.calvaryrapidcity.org/about-us/history. 

"A Field Guide to American Houses" Virginia 
Savage McAlester, p716-750

Pre-colonial

Settlement (1876-1918) Fraternal Lodge False Front Odd Fellows (425 Kansas City Street)

As Rapid City grew in its early years, residents formed chapters of common 
national social and service clubs. Men and women organized an array of these 
groups, which often shaped the social fabric and culture of the community and 
defined networks of social interaction and influence. The Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows lodge represented one of many gathering spaces for these 
organizations. The original building was a utlitarian False-Front brick building, 
typical of many types of architecture during this period. False Front buildings 

were often constructed in the West to create the impression of a more 
imposing building with less material. Very few examples of this style of 

construction remain in Rapid City. A new addition to the front facade has 
almost completely blocked the original building from view.

Theda Skocpol, Diminished Democracy  (2003)

Depression & War (1919-
1945) Fraternal Lodge Moose Lodge

Rapid City became the largest community in the Black Hills around 1930. The 
number of fraternal and sororal social and service clubs expanded as Rapid 

City grew in the 1920s, 30s and 40s. 
Skocpol, Diminished Democracy (2003)

Post-WWII (1946-1971) Church Folk Style Winona Club/St. Mathews Episcopal Church 

Founded in 1929, the Winona Club was a service club made up of primarily 
Native American women. The organization was active on a variety of fronts, 

organizing fundraisers and crafts sales to support care for tuberculosis 
patients at the Sioux Sanatorium, as well as various community initiatives, and 
engaging local, state, and federal officials on Native issues in town, especially 
related to the dispersal of the Rapid City Indian School lands and the creation 
of the Sioux Addition and Lakota Homes. Although the club met in members 
homes over the years, they also used St. Mathews Episcopal Church as a 

meeting space after World War II. 

"Quarter Century of Good Deeds Rounded Out By 
Winona Club," RCJ, 5.1.1955, 19; Marie Rogers, 
"Winona Club involved in community projects," 

RCJ, 11.16.1975, 20.

Pre-colonial

Settlement (1876-1918) Theater Neoclassical Revival Elks Theater

Construction began on the Elks Opera House in 1911. It opened in 1912 and 
after several years hosting performing arts, became a movie theater. It was 
closed in 1989 but reopened in 1992, and since then, has regularly hosted 
community events, public speakers, and is a popular space for family movie 

nights, date nights, and more. Built in the neo-classical style in the years when 
Rapid City established itself, it projects permanence and high culture.

Dan Daly, "Elks Theater back; 1st show is Friday," 
RCJ, 5.14.1992, 1.

Depression & War (1919-
1945) Park National Park Service 

Rustic/Other Canyon Lake Park

After Canyon Lake flooded out in 1907, no significant repairs were made until 
the Great Depression. Crews from the Civilian Conservation Corps and the 

Works Progress Administration rebuilt the lake and dam, adding rock 
landscaping and signage. 

s://livingnewdeal.org/projects/canyon-lake-park-rapid-city-sd/

Stadium Sioux Park (Fitzgerald) Stadium

League softball and baseball are significant to Rapid City's history, with the 
first baseball leagues dating back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Developed in the 1950s and rebuilt after the 1972 flood, Fitzgerald Stadium  
represents Rapid City's long tradition of youth sports, especially American 

Legion baseball.

(RCJ - 1.20.1956)

Bowling alley Atomic Modern (sort of) Meadowood Lanes (3809 Sturgis Road)

The largest bowling alley in South Dakota, Meadowood Lanes was built in 
1959. The building reflects the spirit of family and adult league sports like 

bowling, darts, and billiards, which became popular, especially in rural 
communities, in the post-war era.

(RCJ - 6.29.1959; 7.14.1959; 10.8.1959)

Pre-colonial

Settlement (1876-1918) Rapid City Indian School Oyate Health Center Campus/West Middle 
School Grounds and Surrounding Property 

Opened in 1898, the Rapid City Indian School was part of a system of board 
schools established by the Bureau of Indian Affairs to force the acculturation 
and assimilation of Native children. As a result of poor health conditions, a 
significant number of students died of tuberculosis, Spanish Flu, and other 

diseases. The school closed in 1933.

Scott Riney, Rapid City Indian School, 1898-1933 
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1999). 
Thompson et. al., "An Inconvenient Truth: The 

History Behind the Sioux San (Rapid City Indian 
Boarding School) Lands & West Rapid City," 2019. 

See also, 
https://www.nativesunnews.today/articles/children-

of-the-rapid-city-indian-boarding-school-to-be-
honored-on-native-american-day/. 

New Millenium (2000-2020) Public Art Sculpture Hunkayapi (601 Main Street)

In 2008, this scuplture by Dale Lamphere was installed on the corner of Sixth 
and Main Streets in front of Prairie Edge Trading Co & Galleries. The sculpture 
repaced an earlier work depicting a Native man with his hands tied behind his 

back, which was deemed "degrading" by some members of the Native 
community. The new work celebrated the traditional Lakota naming ceremony.

(RCJ - 3.19.2008)

Pre-colonial

City Hall Colonial Revival City Hall (301 St. Joseph)
Built in 1903, this relatively simple brick building was, nevertheless, decorated 
with Corinthian-style columns and an ornate central portico to reflect the civic 

ambitions of Rapid City. 

Kerst, Oleson-Kessloff, Roseland, Rapid City 
Historic Downtown Architecture  (Charleston: 

Arcadia Publishing, 2007), 52.

Historic site Landscape Feature Hangman's Hill

In June 1877 three men were hanged by vigilantes for stealing horses. The 
story quickly became part of the folklore of Rapid City. The site became a 

popular venue for picnics and viewing July 4th fireworks in the 1890s. As early 
as 1903 there were calls to preserve the historic site.

Hangman's Hill (RCJ-8.7.1903; 4.25.1907; 
9.18.1913)

Housing Development Multiple/Ranch and 
Manufactured Sioux Addition/Lakota Homes

In 1969, to meet the need for affordable homes in the Sioux Addition, Lakota 
Community Homes, Inc. was created as a housing cooperative to develop 100 
new residences. Robert Buckingham of Buckingham Wood Products was the 

lead developer with federal support from the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. The project was dedicated in September 1970. In 

December, the community petitioned to be annexed into the city of Rapid City.

(RCJ 2.23.1969; 7.3.1969; 9.22.1970; 12.31.1970)

Historic site Historical Archaeology/Shanty 
town/Memorial Osh Kosh Camp

The Osh Kosh Camp along Rapid Creek was home to Native people, as well 
as low-income whites and immigrants from Mexico in the 1940s and 1950s. It's 

unknown if there are any subsurface material remains left from this period.

(RCJ, 7.7.1953, 3; see also, Tim Giago, "Notes 
from Indian Country," RCJ, 2.6.1981, 8.)

Wilderness Park Preserve Hansen Larsen Memorial Park Represents a move away from landscaped parks to "wilderness' areas for 
recreation. (RCJ, 12.2.2009, 22)

Civic Center Rushmore Plaza Civic Center

Built along the greenway opened by the 1972 flood, the Rushmore Plaza Civic 
Center has hosted concerts, trade shows, lectures, plays, dance recitals, 

hockey games, and high school graduations since 1977. It represents Rapid 
City's regional status as a center for recreation, entertainment, and commerce.

https://www.blackhillsknowledgenetwork.org/issue-hub/

Alley

American Architecture by Leland Roth. "A Field 
Guide to American House Types" by McAlester. 

See also, "Y.M.C.A. Building for Rapid City," RCJ, 
8.1.1910, 1.

Art Alley

Art Alley stretches between Sixth and Seventh Streets in downtown Rapid City. 
In 2003, it began to be recognized as a popular canvas for community artists. 
It has become a gathering space for artists, musicians, performers, activists, 

and others, and reflects the organic creation and appreciation of creative 
materials in Rapid City. 

Art Alley (RCJ - 10.2.2003)

YMCA Brutalism YMCA

The YMCA of Rapid City had its roots in a downtown youth center called the 
"Cactus Patch." It became a chapter of the national YMCA in the 1950s and 
relocated to a building on Kansas City Street. Rebuild and expanded several 

times since, the institution reflects a sense of shared obligation and communal 
support within Rapid City. The organization has been home to myriad 

community events, including sports and recreation, over several decades. With 
its dominant masonry edifice and block form, the YMCA could be classified as 
a vernacular expression of Brutalist architecture, which influenced many local 

iterations across the United States that may not necessarily conform to the 
high-style classifications of Marcel Bruer's work and others. The building is 

utilitarian but also monumental, and it dominates the streetscape.  

Flood and Rebuilding (1972-
2000)

Flood and Rebuilding (1972-
2000)

Depression & War (1919-
1945)

Post-WWII (1946-1971)

Depression & War (1919-
1945)

 

Settlement (1876-1918)

Community

   

New Millenium (2000-2020)

Community Organizations

Recreation & Culture

Race Relations

Flood and Rebuilding (1972-
2000)

New Millenium (2000-2020)

Post-WWII (1946-1971)

Flood and Rebuilding (1972-
2000)

New Millenium (2000-2020)

City/County 

Historic site Uprising/Protest Mother Butler Center

In 1973, the City and leaders in the Native community launched an effort to 
improve race relations. Tensions ran high as members of the American Indian 

Movement protested discrimination and bias in law enforcement. Violent 
confrontations in Custer heightened tensions in Rapid City. The American 
Indian Movement maintained its headquarters at the Mother Butler Center, 

which was seen as a gathering place for the Native community.

https://www.nytimes.com/1973/02/11/archives/indians-
clash-with-nonindians-in-south-dakota-city-termed-

neutral.html also covered in the RC Journal during same 
time period

   

Originally home to the Western South Dakota Fair (1912), in 1946, the Black 
           
            

          

 

Courthouse Neoclassical Beaux Arts Pennington County Courthouse

Built in 1922, the Pennington County Courthouse was built after two previous 
courthouses had been destroyed by fire. The neoclassical style celebrated 
ancient ideas of republican government associated with the Greeks and the 

Romans.

Kerst, Oleson-Kessloff, Roseland, Rapid City 
Historic Downtown Architecture  (Charleston: 

Arcadia Publishing, 2007), 54.

https://livingnewdeal.org/projects/canyon-lake-park-rapid-city-sd/
https://www.nytimes.com/1973/02/11/archives/indians-clash-with-nonindians-in-south-dakota-city-termed-neutral.html%20also%20covered%20in%20the%20RC%20Journal%20during%20same%20time%20period
https://www.nytimes.com/1973/02/11/archives/indians-clash-with-nonindians-in-south-dakota-city-termed-neutral.html%20also%20covered%20in%20the%20RC%20Journal%20during%20same%20time%20period
https://www.nytimes.com/1973/02/11/archives/indians-clash-with-nonindians-in-south-dakota-city-termed-neutral.html%20also%20covered%20in%20the%20RC%20Journal%20during%20same%20time%20period
https://www.nytimes.com/1973/02/11/archives/indians-clash-with-nonindians-in-south-dakota-city-termed-neutral.html%20also%20covered%20in%20the%20RC%20Journal%20during%20same%20time%20period


Pre-colonial

Settlement (1876-1918) K-12 Schools Garfield School (1910) (925 Dilger Street)

Built in 1910, as the city's population was growing and housing were being 
built north of downtown, Garfield School was one of the first modern school 
building erected in Rapid City. Designed by H.E. Waldron and financed with 

bonds, the facility was built by Ryther & Garland for $5,000. It featured 
pressed sand-lime brick and was designed to accommodate future additions.

(RCJ, 1.8.1910; 1.12.1910; 5.10.1910; 10.26.1910)

New Millenium (2000-2020) Middle School New Traditional East Middle School Shift away from Brutalist or international style with more welcoming traditional 
architecture. Gabled and compound roof, multiple buildings rather than one. "A Field Guide to American Houses" McAlester

Pre-colonial

Depression & War (1919-
1945) WPA Project National Park Service Rustic Dinosaur Park Designed by Emmit A. Sullivan. National Register of Historic Places - 900000956

New Millenium (2000-2020) Interpretive Center Contemporary, not sure about 
this style/Other Outdoor Campus West

Construction was approved in 2009 for this 33-acre campus. The site provides 
a home to GF&P's regional offices, a shop, an outdoor learning center, 

classrooms, interpretive displays and an auditorium.
(RCJ - 6.5.2009)

Pre-colonial Archaeological site Lithic scatters Restricted (Locations protected)

Represent tool production areas related to resource procurement and 
processing. Tools used for hunting and butchering. There are a number of 

isolated finds and artifact scatters in Rapid City but their locaiton is restricted. 
Overview of tool types and associated cultures?

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE PLAN FOR 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 2018 UPDATE, 

Linea Sundstrom. 
https://history.sd.gov/docs/Complete_State_Plan_w

ithFigures.pdf & record search

Post-WWII (1946-1971) Gas Station Windmill Truck Stop

Opened in 1977, the Windmill Truck Stop was sited on 10 acres adjacent to I-
90. In addition to its 170-seat café, the truck sop featured displays of of 

antique cars and model railroad designed to entice tourists traveling on the 
Interstate. A full-size windmill made the business visible to motorists.

(RCJ - 12.23.1977)

New Millenium (2000-2020)
Pre-colonial

Main Street Italianate Duhamel Trading Post (503 Sixth Street)

The oldest buildings downtown date from the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Many reflect Italiante styling. Vertical orientation allowed for large 
rectangular windows to display goods before production of plate glass. They 

include decorative cornices with brick walls. Some used iron framing. This 
style of commercial building became very popular across the entire United 
State after the Great Chicago fire (and many many other less well known 

conflagrations) as a fire safety measure. The Duhamel building, building in 
1909, reflects the Chicago Style and uses reinforced steel framing.

Kerst, Oleson-Kessloff, Roseland, Rapid City Historic 
Downtown Architecture  (Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 

2007), 71. See also, 
https://www.picturercpast.com/item/20-duhamel-

building.html

Motels Motor Court/Cottage Garden Cottages Motel (4030 Jackson 
Boulevard)

The advent of the automobile transformed tourism in Rapid City and the Black 
Hills. In July 1919, Rapid City opened a municipal campground to attract 
motorists. In the late 1920s and 30s, tourist camps and "motel" catered to 
budget conscious travelers. The Garden Cottages Motel reflects the tourist 
court model of individual "cottages" popular in the 1930s and 40s. It was 
purchased by George and Rose Konechne and they operated it for many 

years. Owned by Chuck and Carol Cook in 1987.

(RCJ - 10.15.1982; 12.20.1987). See also, Suzanne 
Barta Julin, A Marvelous Hundred Square Miles: 
Black Hills Tourism, 1880-1941  (Pierre: South 
Dakota Historical Society Press, 2009), 137-38.

Post-WWII (1946-1971) Motels Atomic Modern (sort of) Lazy U Motel
Lazy U was one of the largest motels in Rapid City in the 1950s. It represents 

the growth of the auto tourism and hospitality industry in the city and the 
region.  Feature interior wood paneled ceilings, concrete block walls, etc. 

 (RCJ - 11.17.1957)

New Millenium (2000-2020)

Pre-colonial Traditional Medicine Medicinal plants Journey Museum and Learning Center campus Areas where native plants still thrive- along the river, and in the hills, periphery

New Millenium (2000-2020) Stand Alone Medical Offices Contemporary/other West Hills Village

The rapid growth of the city's senior population in the new millenium sparked 
the creation of a number of senior living, retirement home, and long-term care 

facilities. West Hills Village was first developed in 1980 and underwent 
significant expansion starting in 2000 when the association bought Clarkson 

Health Care. It provides a model for continuum of care in Rapid City.

https://www.westhillsvillage.com/where-to-
begin/westhills-timeline.html

Hospital Rapid City Regional 1979

Bennett Clarkson and St. John's McNamara consolidated into Rapid City 
Regional Hospital in 1973. They opened this new facility in 1979, and 

thereafter became the primary medical network for a large portion of the 
region. 

(RCJ - 7.1.1973)

Hospital Bennett-Clarkson 1954

Bennett Clarkson was a major healthcare provider on the west side of Rapid 
City. Located on land tribal lands in Rapid City, the site was approved by City 
Counci on March 6, 1951, pending BIA approval. It was built to replace Black 
Hills General Hospital. Completed in 1954, it was a marker of the city's post-
war growth. The hospital was named for the Bennett and Clarkson families, 

who were major financial contributors. The hospital was damaged during the 
flood and eventually consolidated with St. Johns to form Rapid City Regional 

Hospital. 

https://historysouthdakota.wordpress.com/2018/07/
20/places-of-care-and-science-hospital-buildings-in-

south-dakota/#more-4631. (RCJ - 1.22.1950; 
3.6.1951 )

Hospital Institutional St. John's Hospital 1926/1928 Expansion

St. Johns was an important early medical facility in Rapid City and became a 
major training facility for nurses across the city and the region. Its early 

founding by Catholic nuns, in part because of anti-Catholic discrimination in 
the area, also speaks to broader patterns of racial and religious discrimination 

in the area. A brick and concrete structure designed by J.H. Wheeler of St. 
Paul, Minnesota was built in 1927. St. Johns took many injured patients and 

casualties of the flood. It later consoldated with Bennett Clarkson to form 
Rapid City Regional Hospital. 

Kerst, Oleson-Kessloff, Roseland, Rapid City 
Historic Downtown Architecture (Charleston: 

Arcadia Publishing, 2007), 72. (RCJ - 7.1.1973). 
Zimmer, Question is “Why?,” 139.

Hospital Methodist Deaconness Hospital

Opened in 1911, Methodist Deaconness was perhaps the first large 
community-driven religious hospital in the city. Operated as a charity by the 

Woman's Home Missionary Society of the Methodist church, the hospital also 
provided nursing training.

Kerst, Oleson-Kessloff, Roseland, Rapid City 
Historic Downtown Architecture (Charleston: 

Arcadia Publishing, 2007), 71. See also, RCJ - 
1.1.1913. George W. Kingsbury, History of Dakota 

Territory, Volume 5 (Chicago: S.J. Clarke 
Publishing Company 1915), 26; 

https://historysouthdakota.wordpress.com/2018/07/
20/places-of-care-and-science-hospital-buildings-in-

south-dakota/#more-4631 . 

Mall Late 20th-Century Mall Rushmore Mall 

Plans for the Rushmore Mall, located on a 55-acre site along Interstate 90, 
were announced in 1974. Construction of the mall reflected a trend in cities 

across the United States to local major shopping facilities away from 
downtown and along the new interstate highways. JC Penneys and Sears 

relocated from downtown Rapid City to the Mall when construction was 
complete in 1977.

(RCJ-2.12.1974; 9.29.1977)

Hotel Tudor Revival Hotel Alex Johnson

This imposing 200-room, luxury hotel/lodge opened in 1928 at a time when 
Rapid City was positioning itself as more than a frontier outpost. The 

community sought to provide big city amenities for well-heeled travelers. The 
eight-story hotel opened with it own in-house orchestra and ballroom. 

Suzanne Barta Julin, A Marvelous Hundred Square 
Miles: Black Hills Tourism, 1880-1941  (Pierre: 

South Dakota Historical Society Press, 2009), 137-
38. RCJ various articles from 1928.

Geiger, Lee. Milwaukee Road Freight House 
(Pennington County, South Dakota) National 

Register of Historic Places Registration Form, 1989. 
On file at the National Park Service.

Founded in Belle Fourche, Tri-State Milling became one of the largest flour 
milling companies in the Black Hills by the time of the Great Depression, 

operating two large mills and operating 20 elevators in the West River country. 
The company held its first annual meeting in Rapid City in 1931 (because it 
became a public company?). In April 1938, the firm opened its new mill in 

Rapid City and announced plans to build an office building adjacent to the six-
story plant. At the time, the company had 35 employees in Rapid City.

(RCJ - 9.1.1931, 2.25.1932, 4.8.1938)

Airport

To accommodate growing demand for air travel to and from Rapid City and 
additional air carriers, the City embarked on a major expansion and remodeling 

of the terminal, which was constructed in 1988. The renovation project 
included original art by a number of Black Hills artists to showcase the culture 

and aesthetic of the community.

Freight House Milwaukee Freight House (1923) (2001 West 
Main Street)

Industrial Mill Tri-State Milling Company (Hubbard Mill 1937)

RC Airport Expansion (RCJ - 5.28.2010; 1.21.2011, 9.2.2014)

Built in 1923 by the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad to 
support its freight operations in Rapid City, this single-story, brick building is 

on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Single Family Homes Base Housing Additons / Minnesota Street Area

With the expansion of Ellsworth Air Force Base in the late 1980s, city officials 
called on the federal government to build new housing units on the base and 

200 new homes in the city for field grade officers and senior enlisted 
personnel

(RCJ - 2.16.1989; 9.24.1988)

Military trails Archaeological sites/Ephemeral

Utility Building Quonset Hut

Military surplus after the war saw these pre-fab utlitiy buildings developed for 
the war effort applied to other settings such as commerical. They are 

commonly found as farm outbuildings in the Dakotas but are also present in 
Rapid City (car dealership example)

"Post-WWI Architecture in SD" 
https://history.sd.gov/preservation/docs/SDPost-

WWIIArchitecture.pdf

Military Camp Rapid/National Guard Training Complex
The South Dakota National Guard began using land belonging to the Rapid 
City Indian School for summer training exercises early in the 20th century. 

Permanent buildings were constructed after World War I. 

Vic's Motors (516 4th Street)

Courthouse Brutalist Federal Courthouse (515 West Boulevard)

K-12 Schools Form say no style but is 
contemporary Pinedale Elementary (4901 West Chicago Street) Single story modern school with expansive footprint, still a neighborhood 

school. (RCJ-11.17.1957)

Educational Complex Brutalist Central High School (433 Mt. Rushmore Road)

For decades, the U.S. District Court met in Deadwood. In the 1970s, at the 
time of the opening of a new federal building in Rapid City, the Federal 

government made heavy use of Brutalist style in late 60s and 70s, especially 
for courthouses. Security measure implemented after 9/11 often compromised 
associated landscape and courtyard designs. The building was later named 

after long-time federal judge Andrew Bogue.

City Administrative Center CSAC Building Completed in 1987, the City-School Administration Center (CSAC) reflected 
the citizenry's desire for utilitarian efficiency. (RCJ, 2.21.1984; 7.19.1987)

Shift toward large centralized campuses rather than smaller neighborhood 
schools reflect changing education trends. Huge, imposing, no windows, 

prison like surrounded by a sea of concrete. 
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Education
Technical School Simplified Art Deco Rapid City Business College (324 St. Joseph 

Street)

Constructed in 1919, this Art Deco commercial building housed private 
business college intended to train World War I vets and women for the 
workforce. Storefront extension with mission style parapet added later.

Kerst, Oleson-Kessloff, Roseland, Rapid City 
Historic Downtown Architecture  (Charleston: 

Arcadia Publishing, 2007), 79.

Fairgrounds Multiple Central States Fairgrounds 1946

             
Hills Exposition was relaunched as a nonprofit organization with plans to 

create "a mammoth fair" that would attract visitors from all the surrounding 
states. In 1969, the Exposition was renamed the Central States Fair.

(RCJ, 12.4.1946)

https://www.picturercpast.com/item/20-duhamel-building.html
https://www.picturercpast.com/item/20-duhamel-building.html
https://www.picturercpast.com/item/20-duhamel-building.html
https://www.picturercpast.com/item/20-duhamel-building.html
https://www.picturercpast.com/item/20-duhamel-building.html
https://www.picturercpast.com/item/20-duhamel-building.html
https://www.picturercpast.com/item/20-duhamel-building.html
https://www.westhillsvillage.com/where-to-begin/westhills-timeline.html
https://www.westhillsvillage.com/where-to-begin/westhills-timeline.html

	Sheet1

